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Cambelt changes can cost up to £2000 at a Renault main dealer on the
V6, as the engine is removed. Specialists may charge much less as it can
just about be done in situ, but a bill of £750 can still easily be amassed.
The belt should be replaced every 72,000 miles.

SO, IS IT WORTH A LOOK?

If you're after something different but with a modern feel, you can
safely call your search to a halt! There's simply nothing like the
Avantime but already, there's a very enthusiastic following for the breed,
with a gathering being held at the Heritage Motor Centre this very
weekend (Sept 12) where 25 to 30 Avantimes are expected.

You needn't pay the earth either. Sure, you may have to work a bit
to track one down but we don't expect you'd have to pay more than
£5000 for the privilege of owning one and four-cylinder or shabby
versions might well be a bit less. Prices have rebounded a little after
the planned road tax hike for post-2001 big-engined cars were relaxed
- and a really nice, low mileage one may cost you £6000.

Many thanks to Roger Ames and Avantime Owners
UK for their help with this feature.

www.avantime-owners.com

QUICK BUYING TIPS

MECHANICAL

B Full history preferred, with evidence of cambelt changes

W Exhausts can fail. Aftermarket ones are cheaper

W Make sure autos change smoothly and don't jolt when put into
Drive

B Autos may lose drive, often a reprogramming issue, but don't
count on it! i

M Rear wheel bearings - check for noise

B CV gaiters often come free

BODY _

M Windscreen costs £2000. Make sure it’s okay, and make sure it's
insured!

M Lights are also expensive. Check for cracks

M Windows can go out of alignment and squeak or struggle when
lowered

W Sunroof runners need silicone grease. Normal grease is bad
news

B Aluminium roof rails and alloy wheels can corrode

 INSIDE ,

B Front seat recline handles can break

B Glovebox and cubby box lids are fragile
W Interior door handles prone to damage
W Driver’s seat squab can deteriorate

| W CD player is unreliable
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